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Kuwait Oil Field Incident
Evidence of Advanced Technology At Work

From: The MUFFON UIFO JOURNAL., Jan/I'eb 1979, Richard Hall

P.G. Jacob, a marine biologist employed by the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research,
wrote to MUFON: “Recently (from 9" Novemiber, 1978) there had been a number of sightings of
UFOs here in Kuwait... All the sightings occurred in the oil fields of Kuwait Oil Company, the
major oi! producing concern in Kuwait. The last one occurred on the 21*, Tuesday morning
(between 5:30 and 6:00 a.m.) over the Al Sabriyah oil field near the Iraqui border and one man
was able to take a number of photographs of the object.”

The ARAB TIMES reported November 23, however, that during the sightings November
21 at the Al Sabriyah oil field, “One man, who had been given a camera by the oil company to
record just such a reoccurrence managed to take a number of photographs of the object as it flew
over a twenty-foot water tower and hovered in the area for thirty minutes, between 5:30 and 6:00
a.m. As with previous sightings, all long distance communications were disrupted, but internal
phones continued to operate enabling oil company employees to contact their supervisor, who
rushed out in time to witness the object...”

From: Message to the U.S. State Department from the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait, dated January 29, 1979
The message is reproduced in full below:
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E.O. 12065: N/A

TAGS: MPOL, PINS. MASS, SOPN, TGLEN, KUJ

SUBJECT: “UIFO” SIGHTINGS CAUSL SECURITY CONCERN IN KUWAI'T

I. A SERIES OF “UI'O” SIGIITINGS ON NOVEMBER 9 CAUSLED T HE GOK TO APPOINT
AN INVESTIGATORY COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS FROM THE KUWAITINSTITUTE FOR
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (KISR). THLE COMMITTEE'S REPORT WIHHICHT WAS RELEASED
JANUARY 20 DESCRIBED EIGHT SIGHTINGS FROM NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER 14.
A NUMBLER OF THE EARLY SIGHTINGS TOOK PLACLE NEAR A KUWAIT OILL
COMPANY GATHERING CENTER NORTIH OFF KUWAIT CITY. RELEASE OF THE
COMMITTEL’S REPORT WAS SOMETITING OFF A MEDIA EVENT AS I'T CONCIDED
WITH JAN 21 FRONT PAGL STORIES OF YET ANOTHER =“UFO™ SIGHTING OVER
KUWAIT CITY, WHICH INCLUDED PHOTOGRAPHS IN LOCAL NEWSPAPLERS.
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 00486 2908207

2. THE KISR COMMITTLEE REJECTED THLE NOTION THA'T T'11E “UFO’S” WERL
ESPIONAGL DLEVICLES BUT REMAINLED EQUIVOCAL ABOUT WHETHLER THEY WERL
OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL ORIGIN. THE KISR COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE,
RATIB ABU ID, TOLLD EMBOFF THAT THE SCIENTISTS DID NOT KNOW ENOUGIH
ABOUT THE PHELNOMENA TO SAY WITH CERTAINTY THAT THEY WEREN™T
“SPACESHIPS.” THE REPORT WENT ON TO RECOMMEND THAT THIE: GOVERNMENT
TAKE ALL POSSIBLE MEASURES TO PROTECT KUWAI'T’S AIR SPACLE AND
TERRITORY AS WELL AS THE COMPANY’S OILL RESOURCES.

3. SOME LOCAL WAGS HAVE MADE LIGITT OF THE FIRST UFO SIGHTINGS WIICH
CAME NEAR THE END OF THE LONG AND TRADITIONALLY LXUBERANT HOLIDAY
CELEBRATIONS OF ID-AL-ADHA. IHOWLEVER, WE HAVE LEARNED RECENTY OF AN
EVENT COINCIDENT WITH ONE OF THLE UFO SIGHTINGS WIHICH HAS
CONFOUNDED SOME OF OUR MOST LEVEL-HEADED KUWAITTFRIENDS, AND MAY
HAVE BEEN WHA'T PERSUADED THLE GOK TO MAKE A SERIOUS INVESTIGATION
OF THE MATTER. A SENIOR KUWAIT OIl. COMPANY (KOC) OFFICIAL TOLD US THE
“UFO” WHICH FIRST APPEARED OVER THIEE NORTHERN OIL FIELDS SEEMINGLY
DID STRANGE THINGS TO KOC’S AUTOMATIC PUMPING LQUIPMENT. THIS
EQUIPMENT IS DESIGNED TO SHUT I'TSELEF DOWN WHEN TTHERE IS SOME FAILURE
WHICH MAY SERIOUSLY DAMAGE THE PLTROLEUM GATHERING AND
TRANSMISSION SYSTEM AND I'T CAN ONLY BE RESTARTED MANUALLY. AT T'HE
TIME OF THE “UIFO’S” APPEARANCL THIE PUMPING SYSTEM AUTOMATICALLY
SHUT ITSELF DOWN AND WHEN THE “UFO” VANISHED THIE SYSTEM STARTED
ITSELF UP AGAIN. THIS EVENT WAS NOT ADDRESSED BY THI: KISR COMMITTEL:
REPORT.

4. EVEN THOSE WHO ARE NOT INCLINED TO BELIEVE IN VISITORS FROM OUTER
SPACE DO TEND TO THINK SOMETHING STRANGE HAS BEEN GOING ON IN
KUWAITI AIRSPACE. THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION, FOR EXAMPLL, ABOUT
HELICOPTERS OR HOVERCRAFT BRINGING REFUGEES OR MONLY OUT OF
BELEAGURED IRAN. AT THE LEAST, THE PHENOMLENA IHAVE STIMULATED A NEW
DEGREE OI' INTEREST AMONG TOP KUWAITI OFFICIALS IN THIE: COUNTRY’S AIR
DEFENSE SYSTEM, WHICH DID NO'T REAT IN ANY WAY TO THLE “EVENTS” IN THLE
KOC NORTH FICLD BECAUSE I'T WAS CLOSED DOWN FOR THE NIGHT (SEPTLEL).
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